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        March 14, 2013   
        Municipal Building 
        121 Evergreen Road 
        New Egypt, NJ  08533 
 
The Special Meeting of the Township of Plumsted Committee was called to order by Mayor 
Leutwyler at 7:00 PM. 
 
STATEMENT:  "This meeting is being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act.  
It was presented for publication to the Asbury Park Press and the Trenton Times and posted on 
the Bulletin Board."   
 
The purpose of the meeting was to conduct a public hearing on the defeated 2013 Fire District 
Budget and discussion and possible introduction of the 2013 Municipal Budget. 
 
The meeting was opened with the flag salute. 
 
 THOSE OFFICIALS PRESENT: 
 
COMMITTEEMAN TROTTA   COMMITTEEMAN WYSONG     MAYOR LEUTWYLER 
COMMITTEEMAN MARINARI BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR DANCER 
DEPUTY MUNICIPAL CLERK HENDRICKSON 
 
Deputy Mayor Sorchik was out of town and unable to call in.        
 
Mayor Leutwyler thanked the Fire District for being in attendance to answer any questions on 
the 2013 Fire District #1 Budget.  Leutwyler opened the Public Hearing on the 2013 Defeated 
Fire Budget.    Mayor Leutwyler asked if the Fire District was expecting to get FEMA 
reimbursement.  He was told they had no idea but hoped they would see some money.  The Fire 
District applied for about $30,000.   
 
Committeeman Wysong thanked the Fire District for being at the meeting.  He said this was all 
new to him and he was doing his best to understand it.  Wysong questioned Other Overtime (SS-
5) and the increase in per diem employee salaries.  He was told since the Fire District was taking 
over the EMS services at night.  They budget two full-time positions but that would not cover 
seven nights a week so the per diems will supplement instead of creating a third position.  Dave 
Rogers explained currently the EMS covers 6 AM to 6 PM with one ambulance seven days a 
week.  In the evenings, they are supplemented with volunteer coverage 6 PM to 6 AM with one 
ambulance.  There are a couple of things that come into play.  The need for additional 
ambulances and staffing when there is a larger call volume. The additional hours in the evening 
are to fill the gaps where they aren’t seeing the coverage because of the lack of volunteers.  This 
will ensure that there is a minimum of one staffed ambulance around the clock.  Wysong 
continued with the total cost of salary and benefits. The per diems are $56,000 and the 
operations to cover the evenings the total cost would be $168,000, 6 PM to 6 AM seven days a 
week.  Rogers said he thought that was accurate.  Wysong said this appears to be a 62% increase.  
A call was made to Joe Marlucci, the fire district’s accountant, to assist with budget questions.   
Committeeman Wysong reviewed a number of budget items with the auditor.  
 
Mayor Leutwyler asked Steve Morgan and Dave Rogers if they were eligible for overtime, they 
both said yes.  Mayor Leutwyler asked Committeeman Marinari if he had any questions 
Marinari said his question had already been asked.  Leutwyler said he had spoken to Gene 
Pullen earlier in the day and they discussed a number of items to work out budget issues.  One of 
the items discussed was the Fire District taking over Emergency Management.  The Township 
currently budgets $11,000.00 for this line item.  Leutwyler said he was not ready to make that 
commitment tonight and felt it warranted being studied further.  Marinari said he thought it was 
something that should be looked at and Committeeman Trotta said he thought they needed 
Deputy Mayor Sorchik’s input on this.   
 
Mayor Leutwyler opened the public hearing on the 2013 Defeated Fire District #1 Budget. 
 
Luisa Erich-Carr of 12 Holmes Road asked why the First Aid Chief and Fire Chief got overtime 
because they are management.  In the real world management doesn’t get overtime.  Chief 
Rogers said it is contractual item.  The Fire District Attorney William Braslow said he represents 
a number of entities and said that in the emergency service field this is not unusual.  Erich-Carr 
asked if it was a one year contract and she was told it is a multi-year contract.  She asked if she 
could get copies of the contracts.  She also asked how many years the contract was for; Chief 
Rogers said it was three or four years, they can vary.  Steve Morgan said his current contract was 
for five years, he is one year into his contract at 2%.  Rogers said his is currently being reviewed.  
Erich-Carr continued by asking Rogers if his was separate from the other EMT’s or done 
separately as a supervisor, Rogers said it was separate.  She was told there is one blanket 



2 
 

contract  and a separate schedule for each job classification.  Erich-Carr said Morgan had 
$21,000 in overtime.  She was told that it has to be considered that Chief Morgan basically 
works 24/7, he is on call for every fire call, he comes back no matter what time day or night, if he 
is getting overtime he is earning it.  She was also told she had to consider a lot of the overtime is 
for FEMA.  Leutwyler thanked the Fire District for clearing a lot of the trees from the roadways.  
Erich-Carr said this year the budget was defeated by 225 votes versus 365 of the people that 
voted.  That was a large amount of people that voted it down, last year the budget only passed by 
10 votes.  Erich-Carr spoke on the voting on the Fire District Budget.  She continued by saying 
the Fire District has to be more transparent.  Gene Pullen said it isn’t a case of transparency, it is 
more the people have to come out and listen.  Attorney Braslow said with most Fire Districts, 
most of the people that voted no weren’t at the budget hearing.  If there are concerns, they 
should attend the budget hearing for an explanation of the budget and ask questions.   
 
Sandy Heller spoke as a private citizen and as a business owner.  There have been a lot of 
campaigns in previous elections.  Many things have been said against the EMT’s, the Emergency 
Squad and the Fire Company.  When there have been elections after that and things had been 
explained of what was and wasn’t true, things changed.  As a person who has many years 
experience with the police department, fire company and emergency squad, the township is very 
lucky to have who they do.  Heller said when she hears a lot of squabbling she gets upset.  She 
continued saying this whole group saved the life of her son-in-law, if it hadn’t been for them he 
would not be here today.    
 
William Carr of 12 Holmes Road spoke on comp time and overtime in Civil Service.  Luisa Erich-
Carr said since the economy is so bad, it is time to tighten up belts.   
 
Mayor Leutwyler asked if there were any additional public comments. 
 
Dave Rogers said the majority of the people in attendance tonight are volunteers.  They are the 
ones getting beat up year after year when the budget fails, they are the ones coming out and 
doing the job for free.  Rogers commended them for their service.  Leutwyler also thanked and 
commended all of the volunteers and paid staff for their service.   
 
Leutwyler said that the Committee does not want to send the career or the volunteers out there 
in any danger, they want to see them as safe as they can in order to fight fires and help the 
people in need.  Committeeman Wysong asked in using all of their bank CAP, how does the 
sustainability look in their budgets in years to come.  Gene Pullen said they have a couple of 
years behind them with the EMS billing as a source of revenue, they are confident the revenue 
will continue.  They have also taken steps to contract with a collection agency to follow up with 
people that have a balance.   They see their revenue as continuing to increase and this will help 
to sustain them.   
 
Steve Morgan added that there are no township residents at this meeting.  They don’t care, that 
is why they don’t vote because when they dial 911 they want an fire truck, ambulance and they 
want a cop.  They don’t care to come out and vote.   
 
Mayor Leutwyler asked for a motion to close the public hearing on the 2013 Defeated Fire 
District #1 Budget. 
 
ON MOTION OF COMMITTEEMAN MARINARI, SECONDED BY COMMITTEEMAN 
WYSONG, THE PUBLIC HEARING ON THE 2013 DEFEATED FIRE DISTRICT #1 BUDGET 
WAS CLOSED.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL AYES.  
 
Mayor Leutwyler said the Township Committee has some recommendations regarding this 
budget.  Leutwyler said Deputy Mayor Sorchik would like to see a $60,000.00 reduction in 
surplus and keep all of the line items the same so there wouldn’t be any reduction in service.  
Leutwyler said at this time there is approximately $157,000 in surplus which would leave 
approximately $97,000 in surplus.  Leutwyler asked the Township Committee for other 
recommendations.  Committeeman Wysong added that when Sorchik recommended this figure, 
the Township didn’t have the estimated results of operations which at the time the figure was 
$115,000.  Wysong said he didn’t want to change any line items, but said he did believe the 
unrestricted surplus should increase to $140,194 leaving $57,000 in the unrestricted surplus.   
 
Leutwyler asked the Committee for any additional recommendations.  Committeeman Trotta 
said he felt some money should come out of the surplus but also felt that $100,000 was high but 
more than the $60,000; his personal thought was $75,000.  Leutwyler said 1 cent on the tax rate 
is $78,590.  Committeeman Marinari was thinking on the same lines as Deputy Mayor Sorchik 
around $60,000, Marinari said he was willing to go to $70,000.  Wysong said he would 
compromise with Committeeman Trotta at $75,000.  Leutwyler suggested $72,500, Wysong 
expressed that he thought that was too low.  Leutwyler asked the Fire District if the surplus was 
reduced $75,000 and the line items were the same, this would reduce the surplus.  Pullen said 
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the surplus is what helps off-set future tax increases.  Braslow said if they talk to DCA they 
would want you to have more surplus than they currently have.  Leutwyler said he has spoken to 
the DCA, it may be below recommended levels but they don’t have issues with where the 
Township decides on the surplus.  Pullen said $75,000 sounds like a big number but if you look 
at the actual impact for property taxes relief, it isn’t that big; it works out to about a $1.00 a 
week.  Leutwyler said the Township is in the position that the Committee has to do something.   
 
Braslow said when a budget is defeated it should be reduced because that is the will of the 
people. He continued by saying that the District thought $60,000 was too hard.  They think 
$75,000 is much too hard of a hit.  Wysong asked on all of the line items is there any wiggle 
room for them to come down.  Pullen said every year it is tight to have the numbers come in.    
Braslow said the reality is there was a possibility of a CAP referendum this year but the District  
looked at the numbers and tightened them up to make sure that was the case.  Braslow they 
don’t want to go there.  Wysong continued by saying, using all of the bank CAPS there is a 17%+ 
increase in the budget that is a big chunk in one year for the taxpayer.  He wants to give the 
taxpayer as much relief and doesn’t impact the District’s mission.  Braslow said the EMS portion 
of the District is turning into an extreme expense with issues that hadn’t been projected.  He 
asked the Committee to take this under consideration when discussing it.  
 
Pullen said they have already tapped into their surplus of $40,000.  The reason they are so 
reluctant to tap into their surplus is because if they continue at the levels the Committee is 
talking about, their surplus will be gone in one or two years at the most.  At that point there will 
be no choice but to curtail services.  Wysong said if this isn’t done in five years, the budget will 
be gone.  Mayor Leutwyler said the District should see more revenue with the two paid EMT’s at 
night, Wysong continued by saying along with the $77,000, possibly some surplus and also the 
FEMA  reimbursement that may amount to about $22,000.   
 
Mayor Leutwyler asked the Township Committee after speaking with the Fire District, was 
$75,000 still the amount they were going to go with? Wysong said $75,000, Marinari said 
$70,000 Mayor Leutwyler was still at $75,000.  Leutwyler apologized to the Fire Commissioners 
for the reduction and continued by saying they are still in full support of the Fire District and if 
there was anything that the Township can do to help them they are fully behind them and hope 
to work in full cooperation moving forward.  
 
Committeeman Marinari urged the Fire District to get out and talk to the people about the 
budget. 
 
ON MOTION OF COMMITTEEMAN WYSONG, SECONDED BY COMMITTEEMAN TROTTA, 
RESOLUTION NO. 2013-132 - A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PLUMSTED, 
COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, ESTABLISHING THE AMOUNT TO BE 
RAISED BY TAXATION FOR THE PLUMSTED TOWNSHIP BOARD OF FIRE 
COMMISSIONERS, FIRE DISTRICT NO. 1 BUDGET, WAS ADOPTED.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  
ALL AYES, WITH COMMITTEEMAN MARINARI VOTING NO.  This resolution provides for 
using an additional $75,000 from the Board of Fire Commissioners Budget Unrestricted Surplus 
for a revised total of $115,194.  Business Administrator Dancer explained further, the amount  of 
the 2013 Tax Levy to be certified to the Tax Assessor is $1,441,545.00 and total budget of 
$2,004,879.00. 
 
Mayor Leutwyler thanked the Fire Commissioners for coming to the meeting. 
 
Mayor Leutwyler continued with the meeting. 
 
RESOLUTIONS: 
 
ON MOTION OF COMMITTEEMAN MARINARI, SECONDED BY COMMITTEEMAN 
WYSONG, RESOLUTION NO. 2013-131 - A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 
PLUMSTED, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING 
CANCELLATION OF APPROPRIATION RESERVES (N.J.S.A.40A:4-60) AS RECOMMENDED 
BY THE DIVISION OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT SERVICES AND THE CHIEF FINANCIAL 
OFFICER, WAS ADOPTED.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL AYES. 
  

ON MOTION OF COMMITTEEMAN TROTTA, SECONDED BY COMMITTEEMAN  WYSONG, 
RESOLUTION NO. 2013-133, A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PLUMSTED, COUNTY 
OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO ADJUST THE 2011 YEAR ENDING BALANCE OF 
DEFERRED SCHOOL TAX AND CURRENT FUND BALANCE IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
SECTION 13, P.L. 1991, C.63 (AMENDED 1994), WAS ADOPTED.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 
AYES. 
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ON MOTION OF COMMITTEEMAN MARINARI, SECONDED BY COMMITTEEMAN 
TROTTA, RESOLUTION NO.  2013-134, A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 
PLUMSTED, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING A TRANSFER 
OF APPROPRIATONS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF N.J.S.A.40A:4-59, 
WAS ADOPTED.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL AYES. 
 
ON MOTION OF COMMITTEEMAN MARINARI , SECONDED BY COMMITTEEMAN 
WYSONG,  RESOLUTION NO.  2013-135, A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 
PLUMSTED, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE 
SUBMITTAL OF THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY 2013 TRANSITIONAL STATE AID 
APPLICATION FOR THE 2013 BUDGET, WAS ADOPTED.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL AYES. 
 
ON MOTION OF COMMITTEEMAN TROTTA, SECONDED BY COMMITTEEMAN WYSONG, 
RESOLUTION NO.  2013-136, A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PLUMSTED, 
COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AMENDING THE TEMPORARY BUDGET 
FOR THE YEAR 2013, WAS ADOPTED.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL AYES. 
 
ORDINANCE INTRODUCTION: 
 
ON MOTION OF COMMITTEEMAN WYSONG, SECONDED BY COMMITTEEMAN 
MARINARI, ORDINANCE NO.  2013-06, AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 
PLUMSTED, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO ESTABLISH THE 
MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK FOR CALENDAR 
YEAR 2013 (N.J.S.A.40A:4-45-14), WAS INTRODUCED AND PASSED ON FIRST READING.  
ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL AYES.  The second reading and public hearing is scheduled for May 1, 
2013. 
 
ON MOTION OF COMMITTEEMAN TROTTA , SECONDED BY COMMITTEEMAN WYSONG, 
RESOLUTION NO.  2013-137, A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PLUMSTED, 
COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY,  AUTHORIZING THE INTRODUCTION OF 
THE 2013 BUDGET, WAS ADOPTED.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL AYES. 
 
Mayor Leutwyler said there were additional resolutions being considered for adoption but 
before they can be considered the Township Committee would be going into Executive Session 
for discussion on those resolutions. 
 
ON MOTION OF COMMITTEEMAN MARINARI, SECONDED BY COMMITTEEMAN 
TROTTA, RESOLUTION NO.  2013-138, A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 
PLUMSTED, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE 
CONVENING OF AN EXECUTIVE SESSION IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE OPEN PUBLIC 
MEETINGS ACT, WAS ADOPTED.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL AYES. 
 
The regular session of the meeting was recessed. 
 
The Township Committee returned to the regular session of the Township Committee meeting. 
 
Mayor Leutwyler announced as a result of the Executive Session there would be additional 
resolutions added to the agenda. 
 
ON MOTION OF COMMITTEEMAN MARINARI, SECONDED BY COMMITTEEMAN 
TROTTA, RESOLUTION NO.  2013-139, A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 
PLUMSTED, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE 
APPOINTMENT OF DANIELLE DE PALMA AS A (PART-TIME) REGULAR PATROLMAN ON 
AN AS NEEDED BASIS FOR THE ASSIGNMENT OF THE PLUMSTED TOWNSHIP SCHOOL 
DISTRICT IN ACCORDANCE WITH A LOCAL INTERGOVERNMENTAL SHARED SERVICE 
AGREEMENT FOR THE PERIOD MARCH 14, 2013 TO JUNE 30, 2013, WAS ADOPTED.  
ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL AYES. 
 
ON MOTION OF COMMITTEEMAN WYSONG, SECONDED BY COMMITTEEMAN TROTTA, 
RESOLUTION NO.  2013-140, A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PLUMSTED, 
COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE APPOINTMENT OF 
ANGELO BARBIERI AS A (PART-TIME) REGULAR PATROLMAN ON AN AS NEEDED BASIS 
FOR THE ASSIGNMENT OF THE PLUMSTED TOWNSHIP SCHOOL DISTRICT IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH A LOCAL INTERGOVERNMENTAL SHARED SERVICE AGREEMENT 
FOR THE PERIOD MARCH 14, 2013 TO JUNE 30, 2013,WAS ADOPTED.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  
ALL AYES. 
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ON MOTION OF COMMITTEEMAN TROTTA , SECONDED BY COMMITTEEMAN WYSONG, 
RESOLUTION NO.  2013-141, A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PLUMSTED, 
COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, RATIFYING HIS SUBMITTAL OF A HIRING 
WAIVER FORM TO THE DIRECTOR OF THE STATE DIVISION OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
SERVICES FOR TWO (2) PART-TIME REGULAR POLICE OFFICERS TO BE ASSIGNED TO 
THE PLUMSTED TOWNSHIP SCHOOL DISTRICT AS SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICERS AND 
SECURITY PURPOSES, WAS ADOPTED.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL AYES. 
 
ON MOTION OF COMMITTEEMAN WYSONG , SECONDED BY COMMITTEEMAN 
MARINARI, RESOLUTION NO.  2013-142, A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 
PLUMSTED, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE 
EXECUTION OF AN INTERLOCAL SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH PLUMSTED 
TOWNSHIP BOARD OF EDUCATION FOR SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICERS FOR THE 
PERIOD MARCH 14, 2013 TO JUNE 30, 2013, WAS ADOPTED.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 
AYES, WITH COMMITTEEMAN TROTTA VOTING NO. 
 
Committeeman Marinari said he was voting yes for this resolution, for many years his one point 
has been the children of this Township and their safety, however, this document isn’t something 
he fully agrees with.    
 
Committeeman Trotta explained he was in favor of hiring the SRO’s in the school, but the 
agreement between the school and the Township is very one sided and could not go along with 
the agreement as written. 
 
Business Administrator Dancer said, for the record, this agreement does provide for revenue 
neutral to the Township.  Mayor Leutwyler added that the State wanted to be sure that this 
would be revenue neutral to the Township, the money that will be spent on the additional 
officers will be provided by the School District.   
 
Assemblyman Dancer administered the Oath of Office to Danielle DePalma as a Part-Time 
Regular Patrolman for the Township of Plumsted.   
 
Assemblyman Dancer administered the Oath of Office to Angelo Barbieri as a Part-Time Regular 
Patrolman for the Township of Plumsted. 
 
DePalma and Barbieri will be sworn in at a formal ceremony with their families in attendance in 
April.  Being sworn in tonight will get the newly appointed officers in the schools. 
 
Mayor Leutwyler asked for public comments. 
 
Luisa Erich-Carr said she was disappointed in what the Township did with the Fire District 
Budget, it is a 12% increase, the Township cannot afford this.  She said it was outrageous, it 
should have been cut down to $150,000.00.   
 
There were no additional comments from the public.   
 
Business Administrator Dancer said when he, Mayor Leutwyler, Committeeman Trotta and CFO 
Madden met with the State Friday, suggestions were made in regard to the Annual Statement. 
There may be revisions.  The Township could restructure their debt and beginning in next year’s 
budget there could be $200,000 available in the existing taxes being generated towards 
supporting salaries and operating costs of the current fund budget.  It is currently $184,402.   
 
Business Administrator Dancer thanked Deputy Municipal Clerk Nancy Hendrickson for the  
extraordinary amount of time and effort in preparing this meeting.  The Committee thanked 
Nancy.   Mayor Leutwyler also thanked Chief Petrecca. 
 
Mayor Leutwyler asked for further comments from the Committee, there were none. 
 
ON MOTION OF COMMITTEEMAN TROTTA , SECONDED BY COMMITTEEMAN WYSONG, 
THE MEETING WAS ADJOURNED.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL AYES. 
 
        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
        Dorothy J. Hendrickson, RMC 
        Municipal Clerk 
 
 
 


