
1 
 

       May 2, 2012 
       Municipal Building 
       121 Evergreen Road 
       New Egypt, NJ  08533 
 
The Workshop Session of the meeting of the Plumsted Township Committee was called to order 
by Mayor Leutwyler. 
 
STATEMENT:  "This meeting is being held in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act.  
It was published in the Tri-Town News and posted on the bulletin board.” 
 
THOSE OFFICIALS PRESENT WERE: 
 
COMMITTEEMAN TROTTA      COMMITTEEMAN MARINARI        MAYOR LEUTWYLER 
DEPUTY MAYOR SORCHIK       COMMITTEEMAN WYSONG ATTORNEY FORAN 
CLERK HENDRICKSON  BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR DANCER 
 
Mayor Leutwyler reviewed the agenda.  He said there was a second reading and public hearing 
on Ordinance 2012-04, amending Chapter 15, Zoning regarding Pinelands Cluster.  Regarding 
resolutions, Resolution No. 163, this authorizes the adjustment of funds for the NJDOT Grant 
FY2010 Municipal Aid for Applegate Lane.  Regarding Resolution No. 2012-166, supporting the 
NJ Employer Support Guard and Reserve with their Employment Initiative Program.  
Committeeman Wysong said this was a mom and apple pie support, which supports the 
employment of guard and reserves members when they come off active duty.  There were draft 
resolutions for consideration.   
 
The Draft Resolution for the TNR Committee, was regarding their funds, how they raise funds 
and how they handle funds.  They are a 501C3 organization under the umbrella of a larger 
organization.  They have their own banking accounts, raise their own funds and deposit them, 
which was directed by CFO.  It does not have to be run through the Finance Office; permission is 
not needed to spend the funds that they raise and put into their own bank account.  Schedule 
“A” has been amended to be in compliance with their finances.  This resolution also calls for the 
additional appointment of Denise Gomolka.  He recommended this draft be added to the agenda 
for adoption.   
 
Attorney Foran wanted to mention a concern he had with the OPRA request issue.  He said this 
does not resolve that issue.  It is still a Township Committee appointed by the Township.  If they 
are raising funds as a Township Committee, he did not feel that this could be hidden by putting 
it in a 501C3.  He felt this should be clarified by the CFO.  Wysong said regarding the OPRA 
request issue, the Township responded to the requestor with copies of the Township resolutions 
for the last three years and then it was forwarded to the TNR Committee.  They were not sure if 
they were obligated for the location of the cat colonies.  He said in speaking with their attorney, 
it came down that if there was any written documentation, they would have to respond.   
 
In further discussions with the TNR Committee, Wysong said there were no written records of 
locations of these colonies.  Attorney Foran said that the TNR Committee should put in writing 
that no written records exist for locations of the colonies for the Municipal Clerk.  The Township 
Clerk would respond to the OPRA request.  It was also noted that a TNR Annual Report should 
be forwarded to the Municipal Clerk.   
 
Mayor Leutwyler said there is a draft resolution, which appoints Kevin Dreher as a member to 
the Plumsted Municipal Utilities Authority.   
 
Committeeman Wysong asked if there was any more information and a timeline on the property 
assessment.  Business Administrator Dancer said he had spoken to Maureen Francis, Tax 
Assessor and Barbara Rainey, Ocean County Board of Taxation Administrator with respect to 
the tax appeals.  They gave him some indication that last year there were 176 tax appeals in the 
amount of $293,000.00 in credits.  The Township borrowed the money since did not have the 
money to pay school, fire, etc.  The Township received 75% and had to absorb 25% to pay back 
over three years.  This year the total went from 176 to 244 tax appeals.   
 
Last year, 176 tax appeals came to $18.9 million in ratable base, which translated into 
$293,000.00.  He said if you take the 176 tax appeals at the same tax appeal reduction rate, it 
came out to $1,667.00 for each reduction and if this is multiplied by 244 the total would be 
approximately $403,000.00.  Last year’s total of $293,000.00 and this year’s approximately 
$403,000.00 is about $700,000.00.  The Township was anticipating receiving these revenues 
which they no longer have.  He said there is pending State Legislation that will help relieve 
municipalities by not having to pay if they have already adopted their budgets.  It would be 
effective the following year.   
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The other critical component is that the Township may be in a position to do refunds instead of 
credits.  With refunds, you receive 100% and do not have to absorb 25% of the approximate 
$403,000.00.  The payback is not three but five years.  This would possibly give some relief to 
municipalities.  Dancer said he would give the Committee an update on this information.   
 
Mayor Leutwyler said if the State gives permission to postpone it until next year, then all of the 
entities, i.e. school, fire, etc. could adjust their budgets accordingly.  Wysong asked about the 
timeline for the reassessments.  Dancer said that would be done; October 1 is the official tax 
year.  Tax Assessor Maureen Francis said it would be done this year and be effective for 
everyone’s tax bills next year.  Everyone will be on a level playing field.   
 
Committeeman Wysong asked about going forward with estimated tax bills.  Dancer said he 
would be contacting the County Tax Board Administrator.  They will run the numbers so we 
know what we have to raise in taxes.  There was a consensus of going ahead with the estimated 
tax bills, but there was some concern regarding the extra expense for two mailings.  The 
Committee decided that it would be the discretion of the Tax Office regarding going forward 
with the estimated tax bills.    
 
Committeeman Wysong said he felt the website is not the most user friendly.  He asked Sherri 
about starting a new website with some user-friendly drop down boxes.  She forwarded a copy to 
the Committee and asked if she should move forward.  There was some concern regarding the 
cost; an estimate would be given first. 
 
Committeeman Wysong questioned an official Township Facebook Page.  Deputy Mayor Sorchik 
said it becomes under the Open Public Records Act (OPRA).  The problem with Facebook is 
people send stuff in and out, it is all open record, and someone would have to manage it.  He 
said it was a successful tool during the hurricane and it was used for a good reason, but it could 
easily be violated.   It was decided not to move forward at this time. 
 
Committeeman Wysong stated he attended a meeting in Toms River about the new system that 
is being funded in the amount of $75,000.00 for the Enforce SIS System.  He felt it was money 
well spent by the County and Plumsted’s share of $1,111.00.  They reviewed the system and he 
was very impressed that it keeps the law officer in his car to do all of his reports on a computer.  
There was also many other advantages to the system.  He said there may additional costs 
incurred but he also said that Plumsted would be the only one in this area to have a server for 
this system.  It would be a perfect opportunity for shared services to pick up costs.  Sgt. Petrecca 
stated that Tuckerton was already interested in using and sharing this system.   Mayor 
Leutwyler wanted to go on record stating that Sgt Petrecca has made a lot of connections at the 
County which is one of the reasons Plumsted was able to get this system.  Committeeman 
Sorchik agreed and said it should be cost free to taxpayers because of the other interested 
parties.  He also said it was a great tool for law enforcement.   
 
Committeeman Trotta stated he and Committeeman Marinari have been working with the 
Playground Committee.  There was one issue regarding a skate park to be discussed at the next 
meeting.  The Joint Insurance Fund wanted information should Plumsted go forward with a 
skate park.  He also stated that on New Egypt Day there would be two different playground 
pictures for residents to vote on.  They will move forward from there. 
 
Business Administrator Dancer mentioned that Kevin Dreher was in attendance.  He put in a 
resume for appointment to the PMUA, which meets on the third Tuesdays of each month.   
 
ON MOTION OF COMMITTEEMAN MARINARI, SECONDED BY COMMITTEEMAN 
TROTTA, RESOLUTION NO. 2012-161, A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PLUMSTED, 
COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE CONVENING OF AN 
EXECUTIVE SESSION IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT WAS 
ADOPTED.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL AYES. 
 
Mayor Leutwyler called the regular session of the Township Committee meeting to order with 
the flag salute.  Leutwyler introduced the professionals at the dais; he informed the public the 
workshop had been completed as well as the Executive Session. 
 
PRESENTATIONS: 
 
Bruce Blount was asked to come forward to accept the Proclamation for the New Egypt Brain 
Tumor Walk scheduled for May 5, 2012 to raise awareness for brain tumors.  The walk starts at 
11 a.m. at the Recreation Field parking lot on Brynmore Road.  Committeeman Trotta read and 
presented the proclamation.  Mr. Blount said awareness is important; he would like to see 
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everyone come out and enjoy the day and learn about brain tumors.  He stated he was a brain 
tumor survivor of 17 years.  The Committee thanked him for coming. 
 
Mayor Leutwyler’s proclamation was unanimously approved for the Brain Tumor Walk which is 
scheduled for May 5th.  
 
Mayor Leutwyler asked Nicholas Romano to come forward. Assemblyman Dancer and the 
Township Committee wanted to recognize him for receiving the Royal Rangers “Gold Medal of 
Achievement” Award, sponsored by the Fountain of Life Church.  Mayor Leutwyler explained 
that this award was similar to the Boy Scout Eagle Scout Award.  Dancer said it was the 50th 
Anniversary through the Assembly of Gods Churches.  This was a significant achievement by 
Nicholas showing he has contributed service in an exemplary fashion to his family, community 
and church.  He stated that the NJ State Legislature paused in their deliberations and had a 
Joint Legislative Resolution, which was sponsored by the 12 District Legislators recognizing his 
achievement.  In addition, they presented him with a Senate and Assembly Citation, which 
commemorates his significant achievement with the Royal Rangers.  As Assemblyman, Dancer 
congratulated him on his achievement.   
 
Nicholas said he and his friend Phillip Colazzo both received the award.  His service project was 
creating a nature trail in the woods behind his church.  Nicholas thanked Assemblyman Dancer 
and the Township Committee for the recognition.  Mayor Leutwyler thanked him for the 
invitation to the ceremony and stated that it was a pleasure to see all of the Royal Rangers 
whether or not they received any award helping with the refreshments.  The rest of the 
Committee also congratulated him on his accomplishment. 
 
There was a presentation by the Plumsted Township Arts Council and he asked Chairman 
Rebecca Nowalski to come forward.  She said she wanted to brief the Township Committee on 
its plans, goals and upcoming events.  Their main objective is the connection between the 
schools and community, as well as creating appreciation of the arts in the community.  She then 
had a presentation, which illustrated the variety of the experiences that the Arts Council 
sponsors yearly.  By the volume of activities the Arts Council sponsors, they are enriching the 
community’s appreciation and love for the arts.  They are grateful for the support and funding 
that is provided by the Township.  The two major events are Celebration of the Arts and the 
district-wide event, Night of the Arts, that is scheduled for May 24th.  Mayor Leutwyler thanked 
the Arts Council volunteers as well as all of the volunteer organizations in town.   
 
Committeeman Wysong attends the meetings and listens about the projects in the works as a 
liaison to the Council.  They are growing and starting to revive.  They have good leadership and a 
good team in place on their committees and subcommittees.  He said as the Township Recycling 
Coordinator, he receives information from the Department of Environmental Protection on an 
annual poetry contest for schools and the winners have their poems about recycling on an 
annual calendar, which are distributed throughout the State.   He thanked them for that, as well 
as all of the other work they do.  Mrs. Nowalski thanked the Committee and said she hoped to 
see everyone on May 24th because it is a district-wide event.  Committeeman Marinari 
congratulated the committee and said with Federal and State funds for schools depleting each 
year, an accomplishment like this is important for this community. Hopefully, the arts will 
always remain in schools, but if it doesn’t, more activity like this is needed in all communities 
and Plumsted Township is an excellent example of how an Arts Council should be run.    
 
MINUTES: 
 
ON MOTION OF COMMITTEEMAN TROTTA, SECONDED BY DEPUTY MAYOR SORCHIK, 
THE SPECIAL MEETING OF OCTOBER 5, 2011 WAS APPROVED AS SUBMITTED.  ROLL 
CALL VOTE:  ALL AYES WITH COMMITTEEMAN MARINARI AND COMMITTEEMAN 
WYSONG ABSTAINING.** 
 
ON MOTION OF DEPUTY MAYOR SORCHIK, SECONDED BY COMMITTEEMAN TROTTA, 
THE WORKSHOP/REGULAR/EXECUTIVE SESSION MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 9, 2011 WAS 
APPROVED AS SUBMITTED.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL AYES WITH COMMITTEEMAN 
MARINARI AND COMMITTEEMAN WYSONG ABSTAINING.** 
 
ON MOTION OF COMMITTEEMAN TROTTA, SECONDED BY DEPUTY MAYOR SORCHIK, 
THE SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 23, 2011 WAS APPROVED AS 
SUBMITTED.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL AYES WITH COMMITTEEMAN MARINARI AND 
COMMITTEEMAN WYSONG ABSTAINING.** 
  
ORDINANCES:  Second Reading and Public Hearing 
 
Mayor Leutwyler said Ordinance No. 2012-04 is an ordinance of the Township amending 
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Chapter 15, Zoning (Pinelands) and opened the public hearing and asked for any public 
comment.   
 
Resident Glenn Jacobus questioned Ordinance 2012-04 and proposed Ordinance No. 2012-02.  
They seemed to be redevelopment-type ordinances and asked to briefly explain the difference 
between the two ordinances.  Leutwyler explained that the Ordinance No. 2012-04 was for 
Pinelands clustering to meet all of the rules and regulations of the Pinelands Commission for 
any development in the section of the town considered Pinelands.  Dancer said the Pinelands 
Commission has a Comprehensive Management Plan for any municipalities in the Pinelands 
jurisdiction, which is south of Route 528 and east of Route 539.   
 
There is a mandatory clustering provision by the State and the Pinelands Commission for each 
municipality to be consistent and compliant with the Pinelands Comprehensive Management 
Plan.  What is being adopted is mandatory to try to cluster development.  If you have a 20-acre 
piece and are in a 3.2 acre development zone, you try and cluster the area of development down 
into the same number of units but within a confined area so there is greater open space and less 
disturbance to the natural vegetation and the natural pinelands.   
 
ON MOTION OF COMMITTEEMAN WYSONG, SECONDED BY DEPUTY MAYOR SORCHIK, 
THE SECOND READING AND PUBLIC HEARING ORDINANCE NO. 2012-04, AN 
ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PLUMSTED, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW 
JERSEY AMENDING CHAPTER 15, ZONING (PINELANDS) WAS CLOSED.  ROLL CALL 
VOTE:  ALL AYES. 
 
ON MOTION OF COMMITTEEMAN TROTTA, SECONDED BY COMMITTEEMAN 
MARINARI, ORDINANCE NO. 2012-04 WAS ADOPTED ON SECOND AND FINAL READING.  
ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL AYES. 
 
RESOLUTIONS:  
 
THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTIONS ON A CONSENT AGENDA ARE CONSIDERED ROUTINE 
AND SHALL BE ENACTED BY ONE MOTION.  SHOULD ANY MEMBER OF THE TOWNSHIP 
COMMITTEE SEEK SEPARATE DISCUSSION OF ANY ITEM, THAT ITEM SHALL BE 
REMOVED AND DISCUSSED SEPARATELY. THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTIONS WILL BE 
VOTED ON IN ONE VOTE. 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 2012-162 - AUTHORIZING THE REFUND OF VETERANS DEDUCTION 
OF TAXES 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 2012-163 – AUTHORIZING THE CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER TO 
ADJUST FUNDS BETWEEN THE CAPITAL AND GRANT FUND FOR THE NEW JERSEY 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION GRANT FY2010 MUNICIPAL AID FOR APPLEGATE 
LANE 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 2012-164 – AUTHORIZING THE REFUND OF OVERPAYMENT OF TAXES 
(BLOCK 47.10, LOT 2.01) 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 2012-165 – AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE A COLLECTIVE 
BARGAINING AGREEMENT (JANUARY 1, 2010 TO AND INCLUDING DECEMBER 31, 2013) 
BETWEEN THE TOWNSHIP OF PLUMSTED AND THE PLUMSTED TOWNSHIP POLICE 
OFFICER’S ASSOCIATION 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 2012-166 – SUPPORTING THE NEW JERSEY EMPLOYER SUPPORT 
GUARD AND RESERVE (ESRG) WITH THEIR EMPLOYMENT INITIATIVE PROGRAM (EIP) 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 2012-167 – ACCEPTING THE TAX COLLECTOR’S STATEMENT OF 
UNCOLLECTABLE TAXES FOR THE 2012 TAX YEAR PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A.54:4-91.1 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 2012-168 – AUTHORIZING THE RETURN OF REVIEW ESCROW FEES 
FOR BLOCK 63, LOT 16 TO S & G FASOLINO 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 2012-169 - AMENDING THE CERTIFICATION OF AVAILABILITY OF 
FUNDS FOR RESOLUTION NO. 2010-342 AUTHORIZING JOHN J. MALLON, P.E. OF 
ERNST, ERNST AND LISSENDEN TO PROVIDE CONTRACT ADMINISTRATION AND 
INSPECTION SERVICES FOR THE VOLUNTEER PARK PROJECT PHASE II CDBG PROJECT 
FY2010-CT-909-10 (BLOCK 19, LOTS 4 & 5) 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 2012-170 – TO AFFIRM THE TOWNSHIP OF PLUMSTED’S CIVIL 
RIGHTS POLICY WITH RESPECT TO ALL OFFICIALS, APPOINTEES, EMPLOYEES, 
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PROSPECTIVE EMPLOYEES, VOLUNTEERS, INDEPENDENT CONTRACTORS, AND 
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC THAT COME INTO CONTACT WITH MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEES, 
OFFICIALS AND VOLUNTEERS 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 2012-171 – AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF A CHECK FOR THE 
REDEMPTION OF A TAX SALE CERTIFICATE 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 2012-172 – AUTHORIZING CHANGE ORDER #1 TO AN AWARDED 
CONTRACT TO MARLIN CONSTRUCTION, INC. FOR THE VOLUNTEER PARK PHASE II 
PROJECT 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 2012-173 – TO AUTHORIZE THE RELEASE OF THE PERFORMANCE 
GUARANTEE AND ACCEPTING THE MAINTENANCE GUARANTEE FOR THE VOLUNTEER 
PARK PHASE II PROJECT 
 
The following draft resolutions were added to the consent agenda. 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 2012-174 – AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. 2012-36 REAPPOINTING 
MEMBERS TO THE T-N-R (TRAP, NEUTER, RETURN) WELFARE COMMITTEE 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 2012-175 – APPOINTING A MEMBER TO THE PLUMSTED MUNICIPAL 
UTILITIES AUTHORITY 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 2012-176 – AUTHORIZING AN AMENDMENT TO THE REDEVELOPER 
AGREEMENT WITH FEE SIMPLE INVESTMENTS, LLC 
 
ON MOTION OF COMMITTEEMAN WYSONG, SECONDED BY DEPUTY MAYOR SORCHIK, 
THE AFOREMENTIONED RESOLUTIONS READ BY TITLE ON THE CONSENT AGENDA 
WERE ADOPTED.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL AYES  
 
MOTION TO CONSIDER:   
 
ON MOTION OF COMMITTEEMAN MARINARI, SECONDED BY COMMITTEEMAN 
TROTTA, THE FOLLOWING RAFFLES LICENSES WERE APPROVED:  RAFFLES LICENSE 
NO. 2012-12, FOR AN OFF PREMISE 50/50 FOR MCKAIG-TEST-MULLEN AMERICAN 
LEGION POST #455; AND RAFFLES LICENSE NO. 2012-13, FOR AN OFF PREMISE 50/50 
FOR MCKAIG-TEST-MULLEN AMERICAN LEGION POST #455 AUXILIARY.  ROLL CALL 
VOTE:  ALL AYES.        
 
REPORTS OF DEPARTMENTS AND PROFESSIONALS: 
 
ON MOTION OF DEPUTY MAYOR SORCHIK, SECONDED BY COMMITTEEMAN TROTTA, 
THE MAY 2, 2012 BILL LIST WAS APPROVED.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL AYES. 
 
REPORTS SUBMITTED FOR COMMITTEE REVIEW: 
 
CONSTRUCTION REPORT – March, 2012; TAX COLLECTOR’S REPORTS – January 2012; 
February 2012 and March 2012; FINANCE REPORTS – Abbreviated Summary Budget Account 
Status – March 2012; and Revenue Summary by Month – March 2012; Grant Fund – 1st Quarter 
– 2012; Trust Funds – 1st Quarter - 2012; and Capital Fund – 1st Quarter - 2012 
 
Committeeman Wysong wanted to comment on the Construction Report stating that they were 
ahead of what was collected last year and hoped it was an indication of economic growth in the 
area.   
 
OTHER BUSINESS: 
 
Mayor Leutwyler asked for any old or new business from the Committee.  Mayor Leutwyler 
wanted to encourage everyone to attend the May 5th Brain Tumor Walk, May 12th New Egypt 
Day, May 24th Arts Council Night of the Arts district-wide event, May 19th Relay for Life, May 3rd 
National Day of Prayer and May 28th Memorial Day Parade.  It was noted that Committeeman 
Wysong would be the Grand Marshall of the Memorial Day Parade.  He is a long-time veteran, 
from the Vietnam War to Iraqi Freedom.  He was also instrumental in Veterans Affairs in 
Washington.   
 
Mayor Leutwyler asked for any public comment. 
 
Resident Luisa Erich-Carr said she was not at the last meeting.  She went over the proposed 
budget and said she had a big question on how the school taxes are only going up 3.2%.  She said 
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it was almost 5%.  Committeeman Trotta said we had a total tax increase $239.00 and of that 
$239.00, $118.00 was for school taxes which represents 3.2% increase over the last year’s taxes.  
He said at the time it was being worked on, it was correct.  Trotta said that you pay one tax bill 
and when your check is written, it is going to be a total of approximately 5.4% higher than last 
year.  Of that, the school portion is up 3.2% of the total increase.  This is $118.00 over a total tax 
levy.  She said she understood it now, and Committeeman Trotta said they would try to make it 
clearer next year.   
 
She said she received a copy of the budget from the Municipal Clerk and the amount of money 
they have for school taxes is $11,023,128. She stated the school is looking for $120,000 more.  
Committeeman Trotta explained the difference in the figures.  Our figures say estimated because 
the Township has a deadline to get the paperwork in to the State and the deadline was before the 
information from the school changed.  She wanted to know how the Township receives 
information from the school.  He said his understanding was that the Township checks the 
numbers with the County before going forward with the numbers.  Dancer explained the 
difference in the amount for school taxes was because the Township Auditor’s estimate for the 
preliminary school budget was dated February 29th and the Annual Financial Statement had to 
be submitted to the Department of Community Affairs on or before February 15th.  This is why 
there was an estimate prior to the budget being adopted by the school. 
 
Resident Louis Stasinski of 73 Jacobstown Road questioned how many dogs constitute a kennel 
because 74 Jacobstown Road has approximately 29 dogs living in the house at this time.  He said 
the Construction Official has put a stop to the construction facility in the rear of the residence 
due to what the facility would be used for.  The dogs are barking 24/7.  Mayor Leutwyler said 
there is no ordinance in Plumsted on the number of dogs on a property.  Mayor Leutwyler said 
he would be meeting with the Construction Official to discuss the matter.  This is being 
investigated and a decision would be made in the near future.  Mr. Stasinski also stated he 
contacted the ASPCA and the State Police had issued summons.  The Ocean County Health 
Department has also been contacted due to it being a health issue.  Mayor Leutwyler said it was 
being worked on and hopefully it will be resolved in a timely fashion. 
 
Mr. Jacobus questioned pit bulls being muzzled in the community.  Business Administrator 
Dancer said the Township has an ordinance defining dangerous and vicious dogs.   The 
procedure for this would go before the court and the judge makes the determination if a dog, not 
any particular breed, is determined to be dangerous or vicious.   
 
Jane Becker of 3 Honey Bee Drive said her issue was chickens.  She stated her neighborhood is 
zoned R-40 which states you can have chickens.  The problem is that she has a neighbor with 
about 300 chickens.  She said if he was selling the eggs, it must be regulated.  She was concerned 
of the odor with warm weather.  She said she lived on a farm and didn’t have anything against 
animals but not in a residential area.  She had been in contact with the Zoning Official and asked 
how many chickens were allowed and was told there was no limit.  She said she was not looking 
to have the chickens removed but to have the zoning changed because the homes are close 
together.  She was also concerned about the ground water as their wells are not deep.   
 
Mayor Leutwyler said the Zoning Official did check the area and said there were no chickens.  
She was told to contact Animal Control and the Ocean County Health Department, which she 
did.  She then was told to contact the Township Committee and ask to have the ordinance 
amended. This is why she was in attendance.  Mayor Leutwyler said this would be discussed by 
the Township Committee and if it is decided to change the ordinance on chickens or dogs, the 
Committee would contact her regarding their decision one way or another.   
 
Luisa Erich-Carr questioned zoning for horses.  Business Administrator Dancer said it was 
about an acre because farming activities are permitted in every zone in Plumsted Township with 
the exception of the C-2 Downtown Zone.  Mayor Leutwyler said some of the ordinances should 
be revisited as a Committee and Dancer said they would also need to be discussed by the 
Planning Board in order to do a zone change.   
 
Sam Russo, Sr. said every year that he comes before the Township Committee in support of the 
Committee establishing a bona fide Police Department with a Chief of Police.  He said thanks to 
Committeeman Sorchik and the Committee as a lot of money was well spent to where we have 
one of the finest Police Departments in Ocean County.  They are an accredited police 
department and familiar with all parts of criminal law, traffic safety, etc. and felt it was now time 
to take the necessary steps and establish a police department with a Chief of Police.  A lot of 
progress has been made in moving forward and it is time to jump the final hurdle.  He asked the 
Committee to put this on the agenda next month to discuss and do what is right for Plumsted 
Township.  If an amendment to the ordinance is required to include a Police Chief and the time 
has come to make that decision, he would appreciate it if the process could be started.    
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Bill Lewis questioned the status of the Playground Committee.  Committeeman Marinari said all 
potential members of the committee were contacted for a meeting and he, Committeeman 
Trotta and only three community members were in attendance to review the two potential 
companies taking part in the playground.  He said the important thing was they were looking at 
two companies’ proposals.   They did not want to hear from committee members after the fact 
that they did not want that particular model.   
 
Committeeman Trotta said he was disappointed as well, but is still moving forward with the two 
companies that are supplying drawings.  They will be displayed New Egypt Day so the public can 
have some input on which one they prefer.  The drawings are not set in stone and can be 
modified.  Trotta said the playground at the recreation field is approaching twenty years and is 
in dire need of being replaced.  Mr. Lewis’ concern is with the teenagers who are at that 
playground after dark and may be doing damage there.  He has called the Police Department 
more than once to try and get someone there and the church parking lot.  
 
John Nienhouse of 22 Lakeview Drive said he owned his home for about 10 years. On August 27, 
2011 Hurricane Irene came and flooded his home.  He has been working diligently to get funding 
from the Federal, State and insurance company to get the house livable again.  In the last two 
weeks, his house has been broken into twice with vandalism and property stolen.  20 Lakeview 
Drive had three incidents with their house being vandalized, graffiti and broken into.  Yesterday 
he went to his house to meet with the architect and builder and the shed had been burglarized 
and multiple items stolen from the shed.  They also went into his attic where he had items he 
saved from the floodwaters and they were dumped all over.  The neighbor at 26 Lakeview Drive 
also had multiple incidents of his house being broken into and vandalized.  He has been working 
8 months to try and restore the house.  He said there is no excuse why these break ins should be 
happening in a residential area less than one mile from police headquarters.  He has filed 
multiple police reports.   
 
He said he is now in a situation with his insurance company.  His agent is telling him because of 
multiple incidents over the course of a year, he would be deemed not able to renew his 
insurance.  He is concerned about coming back into town when the house is finished.  Mayor 
Leutwyler stated he and Deputy Mayor Sorchik would contact the Police Department to step up 
patrols.  Sorchik said whatever the circumstances, there are only ever two police officers on 
duty.  With 9,000 calls per service alone last year, they are busy.  Our Township is 40 square 
miles, and they each patrol 20 square miles.  He said he was not making excuses and he 
understood, but was giving an explanation.  He was sorry for the impact that was suffered 
during the flood and now having to deal with this, which adds insult to injury.  Sorchik said the 
police know it is a sensitive area and he will talk to Sgt. in Charge Matt Petrecca and Detective 
Jason Reilly.   
 
Resident Jane Becker questioned if the recreation field was one of the questionable areas where 
the new playground would be built.  Committeeman Marinari said his concern was there was a 
certain amount of money invested in this playground.  Do we have to put in some kind of 
security system?  Deputy Mayor Sorchik said what we already have there is being destroyed and 
he knows we have a police department but the kids who vandalize have parents who should have 
some responsibility as well.  Mr. Jacobus questioned closing the parks after dark.  Dancer said 
there was an ordinance regarding parks being closed one-half hour after sunset.  After further 
discussion, Mayor Leutwyler said he and Deputy Mayor Sorchik would bring this to the 
attention of the police department.  
 
Mayor Leutwyler said all of the issues brought before the Committee would be discussed and 
they will come to some kind of conclusion.   
 
A question was asked about Subway on Main Street.  Mayor Leutwyler said there was a problem 
with one of the contractors and work was stopped.  Committeeman Marinari said a meeting is 
scheduled for next Tuesday. 
 
Since there are issues at the Recreation Field and other areas in town, there was discussion 
regarding the possibility of starting a neighborhood watch in town especially for the summer 
hours.  There was a suggestion that when this is discussed with Sgt. Petrecca, maybe the police 
could talk to the neighbors, organize a neighborhood watch, and have signage put up.  There was 
also discussion regarding security cameras.  Sandy Heller of Heller’s Market said that even with 
security cameras, one of their buildings was broken into and it was monitored.  Mayor Leutwyler 
said maybe with a concerted effort with cameras, neighborhood watch, discussion with the 
police department, and everyone working together, it would make a difference.    
 
Bill Lewis stated he spoke to Rebecca Nowalski of the Arts Council and said the kids need 
something to do no matter what their age.  His proposal to turn the Welcome Center into an 
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Environmental Arts Center would encourage creativity and discourage the vandalism with some 
kind of structured programs.         
 
There was no further business for the meeting. 
 
ON MOTION OF COMMITTEEMAN WYSONG. SECONDED BY DEPUTY MAYOR SORCHIK, 
THE MEETING WAS ADJOURNED.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL AYES. 
 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
       Dorothy J. Hendrickson, RMC 
       Municipal Clerk 
 
 
** At a previous meeting,  Attorney Foran clarified for the record that on the above-mentioned 
minutes votes where there does not seem to be a majority to adopt the minutes that when there 
is a vote procedural issue such as adoption of the minutes, the abstentions count with the 
majority actual affirmative votes, so two positive votes is enough to pass the minutes. 
 


